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Activity #2:  Literary Elements: A Writer’s Sense of Style )(70

Edgar Allan Poe uses the following literary elements to develop his sense of style within his @
writings. Before reading the short story, discuss these literary elements with your students. While
reading, have them identify examples of these elements and discuss them. After reading the story,
students will then answer the questions that follow.

IMAGERY: Language that appeals to the senses (sight, sound, taste, touch, smell).

Example: “the hinges creaked”.

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE: Whenever you describe something by comparing it with
something else, you are using figurative language. The most common figures of speech
are simile, metaphor, and alliteration.
* Simile: a comparison of two unlike things, typically marked by use of "like" or "as",
Example: “much such a sound as a watch makes when enveloped in cotton”.
* Metaphor: A comparison of two unlike things using The verb "to be" and not using “like” or “as”,
like a simile does.
Example: “He is a pig”.
* Alliteration: Repeated consonant sounds occurring at the beginning of words or
within words. Alliteration is used to create melody, establish mood, call attention

to important words, and point out similarities and contrasts.

Example: “hideous heart”.

REPETITION: where words or certain phrases are repeated for a stronger emphasis by

the author. Example: “louder, louder”.
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